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Formal group
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Series promotes
disscussion about
body image
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______________________

In hopes of improving and
expanding living options on campus, Campus Life directs two
housing committees in charge
of this process—Formal Group
Housing and Theme Housing.
These voting committees
include two faculty members
Associate Dean of the Faculty and
Associate Professor of German,
Ruth Lunt and Vice President
for Student Affairs and Dean of
Students, Nancy Truesdell along
with a combination of three different student groups: formal group
house representatives, housing
committee members, and members at large. Members at large
chosen by LUCC who are not affiliated with any group involved with
the formal group housing process.
Members must be screened and
approved by the entire council.
Formal group housing is subject to re-application every three
years, whereas theme houses
must re-apply annually. Formal
group houses are reviewed every
year that they are not up for reapplication. These annual reviews
are factored into decision-making
during re-application. Houses
must have full occupancy for all
three terms to be considered serious candidates.
Groups applying for formal
group housing require an eligibil-

See page 2

Lawrence University community members participate in Town Hall Meetings with President Burstein
Photo by MIchael Hubbard

This week, President Mark
Burstein and the President’s
Committee on Diversity Affairs
held two town hall meetings to
discuss the emerging themes of
the last several years of Campus
Climate Survey results.
Since 2008, the Committee
has conducted the Campus
Climate surveys as a method to
assess Lawrence’s climate regarding a number of different factors. Throughout these studies,

Lawrence students have rated the
quality of faculty and campus safety highly. According to the study,
Lawrence students have always
demonstrated a high regard for
“human differences” on campus.
However, Lawrence’s campus climate surveys also reveal a
troubling trend in diversity affairs.
Students of color and students
from other marginalized groups
consistently report that they
endure bullying, harassment and
a lack of respect on the Lawrence
campus. Non-white students, with
the exception of Posse participants and international students,

ed by hundreds of domestic and
international organizations, was
a chance for people from many
backgrounds to come together
and share enormous amounts of
experience and research on the
topics of race, racism and diversity.
Members of CODA wanted to
share what they learned at the
White Privilege Conference. This
desire evolved into the White
Privilege Symposium.
Each of the three days of
the symposium held two concurrent events, and it is estimated
that about 60 people attended in
total.
“The events we have put on
with reference to white privilege
have been so well attended that
it’s clear it’s something students
want to know about,” said one
CODA member.
The first events of the
Symposium, “Racial History My
Teachers Never Taught Me” and

“Segregation Stress Syndrome,”
held on Thursday, May 15, kicked
off the affair with bold discussions of the history of race in
America. “Racial History” focused
on aspects of history (mostly
American history) that had been
omitted from most of our history
textbooks.
“Segregation
Stress
Syndrome” was a more personal
look into American history. In
particular, it discussed how those
who endured segregation and
Jim Crow laws often have difficulty expressing their opinions
or experiences about their times
of oppression. This discussion
also raised the question of how
these sorts of laws affect modern
Americans in hidden ways.
On the second day of the
symposium, organizers focused
on slightly different issues. One
event, a workshop entitled “The
In-Between,” explored being
Hispanic or Latino in a commu-

Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

___________________________

also report lower grades and significantly lower retention rates
at every class level. Additionally,
atheists and religious students
alike felt they had been discriminated against for their beliefs.
Although the Committee only
recently released official summaries of the 2011 survey, it has
already begun to analyze the newest survey, conducted in 2013,
which seems to be a continuation
of these trends. In some cases,
particularly those of students of
color, the 2013 survey may show

See page 2

To welcome the new film
studies director and promote
fat activism and body positivity,
Lawrence University hosted its
first “Riots Not Diets!” series from
May 19-20.
“Riots not Diets!” is an event
series that works to help students
celebrate the broad spectrum and
diversity in body types.
“Diversity is a positive thing,”
Gender Studies Advisor and
Assistant Professor of German
and Film Studies Alison GuentherPal said. “We want to call attention
to fatness as a category of identity
and the ‘radical’ idea that loving
your body is a great thing.”
The event is also used to promote fat activism. New film studies director and fat activist Amy
Abugo Ongiri had a large hand in
setting up this event at Lawrence.
“There are so many messages
out there that fat people’s bodies
are disgusting and they tell us
that we need to change,” Ongiri
said. “We need to liberate ourselves and know that our bodies
are already ok.”
In today’s society, men and
women are often told by popular
culture and the diet industry that
they need to change their bodies.
Young people are especially targeted in these messages, which is
another major reason this event is

See page 2

White Privilege Symposium explores race at Lawrence
Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

The student-run Committee
on Diversity Affairs (CODA), a
division of Lawrence University
Community Council (LUCC), hosted a White Privilege Symposium
over the course of May 15-17.
This symposium was organized in order to highlight and discuss a number of topics that affect
all members of society, including
the Lawrence community. In particular, the symposium aimed to
discuss issues of privilege, power
and oppression, both within and
without the context of Lawrence.
The symposium consisted of
six short events over three days,
each event focusing on a particular
topic. These topics were, in turn,
distilled from presentations from
the White Privilege Conference in
March, to which CODA sent several
representatives. This conference,
hosted in Madison and support-
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Junior Andre Augustine takes part in White Privilage symposium.
Photo by Sadie Tenpas

nity that mostly explores the
“black-white binary,” often with
little regard for other diversity.
This workshop also discussed
common stereotypes, misconceptions and racism that Hispanic,
Latino and other minorities often
face in a world that can disre-

gard their experiences in favor
of a racial binary. In addition, it
explored how race relations are
often quite different in societies
such as Mexico, which have entire-
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Community

continued from page 1
more pronounced dissatisfaction.
These town hall meetings
were an attempt from President
Burstein and his administration to
hear the concerns of the Lawrence
community and discuss possible
solutions.
Faculty held the town hall
meetings Friday, May 16 and
Tuesday, May 20 at 4:30 p.m. in
the Pusey Room. A large turnout showed that many in the
community are interested in
improving Lawrence’s campus
climate. Members of the student
Committee on Diversity Affairs
(CODA) led most of the ques-

Body Image

continued from page 1
being hosted on a college campus.
“It’s important to promote
body positivity because of the
sheer number of people who
struggle with body image within
Lawrence’s demographic,” sophomore Tracy Johnson said.
“Body negativity is endemic
to young people of all genders,
particularly to young women, people of color, those who identify as
transgender and those who identify outside of the gender binary.
The journey to body positivity is
intensely personal and often long,
and it is important that we begin
an open discourse on campus so
that people feel that they are not
alone, that body-love is encouraged, and that it is absolutely not
necessary to conform to white
patriarchal standards of beauty in
order to look and feel good.”
Ongiri and Guenther-Pal also
both stated that the goal of this
series is to promote healthy body
image and to combat the rhetoric
put out by these industries that
tell people they should look a cer-

Housing

continued from page 1
ity application as well as the housing request. Formal group housing eligibility requires an LUCC
recognized student organization
to have been active for over three
years. A complete list of these
members along with active alumni is included in the application.
“Our decisions are based
mostly on the quality of the applications. Outside of that, new house
applications are largely measured
by their potential and goals, while
returning house applications are
measured by the success they had
in reaching their goals and how
they plan to improve, “ said sophomore, Zach Ben-Amots.

World
News
Compiled by
Nathan Whiteman

tioning, but students and faculty
alike showed their commitment
to diversity with their questions,
responses, and ideas.
Definitive themes emerged in
these town hall meetings. One was
the need for more safe spaces for
all groups on campus to talk about
their unique social situations.
These discussions brought forth
ideas of how to create a nurturing environment for marginalized
students. These ideas included
attracting and retaining a more
diverse body of students, faculty,
and staff as well as making the
role of the Office of Multicultural
Affairs more prominent. Another
idea was to increase networking
and community-building opportunities for marginalized students.
tain way.
The series began with a meet
and greet with Ongiri. A few weeks
ago, Lawrence hired Ongiri to be
the new director of film studies.
This is her first event at Lawrence.
“It’s great that body positivity
and fat activism is so welcome on
this campus,” Ongiri said.
Following the meet and greet
was a film screening and lecture.
The film “Aquaporko” is a 2013
Australian documentary about a
fat and queer synchronized swim
team.
“This film presents incredible
images of fat women as athletic
and graceful,” Ongiri said. “We
don’t see those images in main
stream society.”
The last event in the series
was a body positivity speak out
where students met and had an
open discussion about what people think of their bodies and about
the pressures from today’s society
for what defines a beautiful body.
Although this the first
year for this event, Ongiri and
Guenther-Pal hope to make this
an annual occasion.

Sankofa, a new formal group
house on campus, aims to reach
their goals of campus unity and
diversity with their new position
on the quad. The name itself traces back to the Akan language of
Ghana, meaning “learning from
your roots.”
“This is an appropriate name for the Black Student
Union House,” said junior Brienne
Colston, member of the Executive
Board of BSU and future Sankofa
House member. “We want to learn
from our cultures and teach the
explicit values that we have grown
up with within the many cultures
that we represent. We hope to
enrich the campus with multiculturalism.”
Other new houses on campus
include a new theme house called
Global Health House.

In addition, faculty noted that
Lawrence plans to implement the
Freshman Academic Institute, a
summer program to precede
freshman year, encouraging community building and a sense of
solidarity for marginalized students. Another suggestion for
improvement was to look to other
comparable colleges that have
succeeded in improving diversity
affairs.
Students wanted to know
more about the cultural awareness and diversity of faculty and
staff. Several faculty members
explained that the campus policies regarding diversity and sensitivity involve not only training
sessions and safe space forums,
but also new guidelines for hiring

and training a more diverse faculty. In particular, Lawrence will
be working for the next few years
with a diversity expert from St.
Olaf College to improve inclusivity
and availability of diverse options.
Faculty also spoke about the
difficulty of hiring diverse faculty
to a campus in the Upper Midwest,
to faculty from diverse backgrounds being sometimes wary
of seemingly homogenous environments. While hiring diverse
faculty members is difficult and
competitive, Lawrence is currently trying to expand the diversity of
both faculty and staff.
Furthermore, faculty supported the idea of having optional, person-specific trainings for
faculty and staff regarding race,

socioeconomic background and
sexual orientation. Those staff
who opted in to this would display
to students their experience with
marginalization, as well as their
willingness to act as mentors for
students who feel lost or ignored.
Students and faculty alike
agreed that these changes must
be made gradually. This could be
as simple as providing a lunch
hour for students to interact with
mentors and with each other, lessening the academic load, or yearlong group programs to facilitate
community. President Burstein
stressed that the process should
be “organic,” and emphasize that
“community is the hallmark of
Lawrence.”

Amy Abugo Ongiri, the new diretor of Film Studies, speaks with students at the meet-and-greet kick-off to the “Riots Not Diets!” series.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

However, in order to make
room for new student run organizations, others end up losing their
houses.
Sigma Phi Epsilon was among
one of the organizations whose
housing application was not
accepted. This was due to a lack
of occupancy.
“We submitted a full rooster,”
senior Charles Grant-Dixon said.
“But [Campus Life] eliminated
people off that list because they
contacted nationals for our [GPA]
requirement policy.”
The
National
Sig-Ep
Fraternity requires a 2.6 cumulative GPA. At Lawrence, Sig-Ep considers the term GPA rather than
the cumulative one.
“National’s requirements are
just guidelines and we can deviate as we see fit. We use term GPA

Argentina—New dinosaur discovered in Argentina believed to be
the largest ever discovered. It may
have been as much as 65 feet tall and
130 feet long.
Korea—A South Korean Cardinal
visited the shared North and South
Korean industrial city of Keasong. This
is the first time a religious figure from
South Korea has visited the North in
official capacity.

that show improvement,” continued Grant-Dixon.
“We can’t have houses with
vacancies, so the committee themselves deemed Sig-Ep ineligible to
be considered for formal group
housing,” Amy Uecke, Associate
Dean of Students for Campus Life
said.
The Housing Committee cannot place students into Formal or
Theme Housing when they are
not at maximum capacity. With
an increase in students and the
transformation of lounges into
dorm rooms the need for Theme
and Formal Housing has become
more necessary.
The resulting housing decisions have fostered tension
between groups on campus.
“I do think the tension is
there but I do not think that ten-

Thailand—The Thai Army
declares martial law to help maintain
order in.
Serbia—Flooding kills dozens
and causes massive property damage
and risk of disease. The floods threaten to displace buried landmines
Libya—Fighting in Libya leaves
at least 36 dead. Retired general
Haftar lead forces in a non government-sanctioned attempt to clear
extremist groups from Benghazi.

sion is necessary,” Grant-Dixon
said.
Consequently, these tensions
have led to uniformed misconception about the housing selection
process.
“One of the bigger misconceptions is that we somehow rigged
the process, which is impossible.
The greater Lawrence community
just might not be aware of the
housing process,” Colston said.
In the face of the controversy
that surrounds housing selection
every year, the Campus Life office
continues to engage students in
the process as much as possible.
According to Uecke, students at
Lawrence have a much larger say
in housing than at most universities.

USA—Judges in Oregon and
Pennsylvania struck down the previous bans on same-sex marriage, making gay marriage legal in those states.
USA—The United States are
sending 80 troops to Chad to support an international effort to find
Nigerian school girls seized by Boko
Haram.
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Do you believe overloading is a sound academic choice?
The True and Supreme Voice of
Lawrence University

Students should only
overload if they really
need extra units.
24%

Yes, it allows a student to
learn more.
21%

with Kevin Specht

No, overloading is never a
good academic choice.
1%

Depends on the rigor of
classes the student takes.
53%

Do you long for Lawrence to
return to its founding ideals? Do
you crave for the principles that
were upheld by the first several
generations of Lawrentians? Hello
and welcome to Specht Pages,
the true and supreme voice of
Lawrence University. In this celebratory 45th issue, we will discuss how Lawrence has evolved
and how we can bring it back to its
Methodist roots. So sit back, relax
and get ready for a nasty bout of
culture shock.
At the beginning of Charles
Breunig’s book on the history of
Lawrence University, he stated:
“Without a sense of the past, a college will have difficulty defining
its present identity and shaping
its future” and as we all know from
our scholarly study of our future
Alma Mater’s history, Lawrence’s
founders had certain principles
in mind while laying the groundwork of our humble, world-class
institution. Among these was the
importance of education being coeducational, liberal and Christian.
One of the men central to the
development and creation of the
university said this of Christian
education; “Here is the battleground... The hosts of Satan are
marching upon us in three distinct
divisions- the Papal, the Rational,
and the Sensual. Who will furnish
the munitions of war for the conflict? The majestic West must be
educated. If Christianity does not
[educate] with her literary institutions, Infidelity will.” And oh boy,

did we prove him right!
While Lawrence was still
holding fast to these principles,
life here was much different!
Imagine dormitories that were
single-sexed, where there weren’t
guys walking around half-clothed
and drunk on all-girls floors.
Imagine curriculum where you
could take classes in “Evidences of
Christianity.”Imagine a Lawrence
where “Hebrew is taught every
other year... in order that those
preparing for the ministry may
have a knowledge of that language before entering the theological seminary.” That was how
Lawrence was intended to be!
However, over the course of
the 1900s, Lawrence became less
and less beholden to these principles, culminating in Lawrence
being dropped by the United
Methodist Church’s list of affiliated colleges in 1982, much to the
horror of the student body. And
today, in much defiance to our
honorable founding fathers such
as Amos Lawrence and Reverend
William Harkness Sampson,
rather than teaching Lawrentians
about theology, we instead have
“religious studies” which seems
bound and determined to turn
us relentlessly and passionately
pluralist. Additionally, we haven’t
had a president who is a Doctor
of Divinity in decades, we have
finals, recitals and other obligations on Sunday during con-

See page 5

To participate in next week’s poll about, go to lawrentian.com

Cold Broiled
Asparagus Pasta

Why do current Lawrence students have to
pay overload fees when this has not been
a policy in the past? Additionally, how are
overload fees in line with the University’s
dedication to liberal arts and individualized
learning?
prevents full development academically and is a source of
great potential stress.
It also places a great strain
on our teaching resources. We
carefully plan the size of our
faculty to work with a student
body of 1500 students, and
when there are excessive overloads, that leads to increases
in our class size or the need
to add classes for which we do
not have resources. The overload fee is designed to provide
additional resources to fund
additional courses or sections
of courses that are needed to
provide a good educational
experience.”

Email questions for President Burstein to
lawrentian@lawrence.edu
Your questions will be kept anonymous

Method
1.

Yes, asparagus can be expensive, but it’s
spring now and fresh asparagus is so good
that it is worth it. You can rest easier knowing that pasta is cheap!
Ingredients
•
A bunch of fresh organic asparagus
•
Olive oil
•
Salt and pepper
•
Balsamic vinegar
•
Cooked and cooled pasta (spirals work
well)

Dining in Dairyland
brought to you by
Susannah Miller

New Art Display at Lawrence:
LU-aroo bands

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

QUESTION
MARK
I
have
asked David
Burrows, provost and dean
of the faculty,
to field this
question. He responds:
“Two years ago, we became
aware that many Lawrence students were registering for an
extraordinary number of credits. In some cases these were
33% or 40% more than a full
time load. Our first reaction
was that this is educationally
unsound. Lawrence maintains
high standards of academic
performance and having students carry loads of that size

TOTAL VOTES: 70

Dining in Dairyland

Back to Our Roots

Rinse the asparagus and break off
the bottom of the stems. Lay the
asparagus on a rimmed baking
sheet.
Drizzle olive oil over the asparagus
and roll them around in it to fully
(but lightly) coat them.
Sprinkle the asparagus with salt
and pepper and roll them around
again to make sure they have an
even amount on them.
Put the baking pan with the asparagus under a broiler on high and
watch it like a hawk. In about 2-3
minutes (if the broiler is already
hot), you should see some wrinkling on the top and the heads will
be getting dark and crispy.
Take out the asparagus and turn
over each stem. Return it to the
oven and continue to watch it like
a hawk. Asparagus burn extremely
quickly and I’m sure you would
prefer not to set off a fire-alarm.

When you see the same wrinkling and
crisping, take the asparagus from the oven
and set to cool. (If you like, you can eat
them now just with some balsamic vinegar.)
Cut the broiled asparagus into one- or
two-inch pieces and toss in a bowl with a
drizzle of balsamic vinegar. Let cool.
Add the cold pasta and toss together. Enjoy
fresh asparagus as you only can in the
spring!

Illustration by Laura Udelson

ENCE INTERNATIONAL
LAWR

presents

Spring Formal 2014

CARIBBEAN GETAWAY
Friday May 30, 2014
9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Liberty Hall, Kimberley
Tickets cost $5 and can be purchased outside Andrew
Commons during meal times, starting Monday May 26.
Shuttles will run from Wriston turnaround to the venue
every half hour, starting 9 p.m.
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LU golf takes fourth MWC Championships behind Olsson
Jenny Angeli
Staff Writer

______________________

May 1-3 was the time for the
golf team to shine as they spent
that weekend in Rockford, Ill. competing in the Midwest Conference
(MWC) Championship. The competition was held at Aldeen Golf
Club on a par-72 layout.
Junior Anton Olsson scored
78 points in the opening round,
which gave his team a muchneeded boost for the rest of the
competition. When competition
on day one ended, Olsson was
tied for fourth place. Along with
that, Freshmen Nigel Schuster
and Nathan Ley shot 83 and 85,
respectively and Lawrence had a
score of 335 entering the second
round.
Olsson led the Vikings again
on day two of the competition. He
scored 7 over par, with a 36-hole

total of 157. Heading into the last
day of competition, Olsson had
slid to fifth place.
During the third and final day
of the championships, Lawrence
shot a final round score of 333.
The Vikings placed fourth overall, with a score of 1005. The
Monmouth College golfers, who
racked up a total score of 953,
ended up winning the championship.
Olsson’s outstanding performance helped lead Lawrence to
fourth-place. “Olsson is our MVP
this year. He performed very consistently throughout the season.
Also he got 6th in the Conference
Championship,” said Schuster.
Olsson ended his weekend of play
with a 54-hole total of 237.
The top 10 golfers in the
MWC Championships make up the
all-conference team. So along with
his outstanding performance,
Olsson also earned all-conference
honors.

Jake Gordon

Nathan Ley
Staff Writer

____________________________________

For Jake Gordon, the mental side of baseball has been a
struggle in his college baseball
career. Gordon has had quite the
journey in his three seasons at
Lawrence and experienced many
ups and downs. His freshman
year, Gordon was hitting .340, had
one of the best freshman averages
batting. Sophomore year, however, was a different story.
“After having a good freshman year I felt like I needed to do
better, so I put a lot of pressure
on myself,” said Gordon, who only
batted .220 during his sophomore
year.
Following his tough second
season, Gordon took some time
away from baseball. “I went to
London in the fall to get away
from baseball. After being away
from the game for a little while, I
really rediscovered my passion,”
said Gordon.
After his return from London,
Gordon trained for his upcoming
season with a new outlook on
baseball. Gordon felt that “base-

Schuster, himself, tied for
17th place in the tournament with
a score of 252. This is an especially impressive achievement when
considering his freshman status.
Schuster came to Lawrence
all the way from Düsseldorf,
Germany. When asked to share
some of his favorite highlights
from the season, he replied, “My
favorite memory is probably us
as a teem meeting at 6 or 7 am in
the morning, unbelievably tired,
but then turning the weekend into
some awesome rounds of golf.”
“As far as the best meets this
year, I would have to say that
was the Midwest Conference
Championship because this was
the most important meet of the
season. Also, we had the first
warm days of the year that weekend,” said Schuster.
With only three graduating
seniors, next year’s team will be
experienced and hope take part
in another successful season.

135-5
Genna Matt’s
record-breaking
hammer throw
distance

Olsson eagerly awaits the results of his putt.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Baseball Awards Spotlight

ball became almost a job last year,
but this year it was fun again.”
Gordon’s new mentality
towards the sport may have been
exactly what he needed. This season, Gordon led the Vikings with a
.400 batting average, the highest
on the team. He also was respon-

sible for a team-high 30 runs and
14 RBIs.
Gordon was rewarded for
his impressive season by being
selected to the Division III AllCentral Region team. He is the
first Lawrence player to receive
this award since 2010. Gordon is

Gordon sends a fastball into the outfield as his teammates watch from the dugout.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

also the first Lawrence baseball
player since 2006 to bat .400.
But he was not only a stand
out player at the plate. Gordon
also stole a team high 10 bases
this season and held a .989 fielding percentage. This has been an
amazing turnaround for Gordon.
Gordon feels that key to his success this year is due his changed
mentality. “I was playing with
confidence and just having fun,”
stated Gordon.
The amazing turnaround
for Jake Gordon shows that
there is still huge potential for
the Lawrence baseball program.
Despite Gordon’s individual success, though, it is still a team
sport. The Vikings only recorded
six wins this season.
“The biggest goal for next
year is not only to be better individually,” said Gordon. “What I
really want next season if for us
to win as a team, which I think is
entirely possible.”
With such a great individual
season and an optimistic outlook,
Gordon hopes that the entire
Lawrence baseball program experiences greater success next year.

Intramurals offer up new athletic community at LU
Zach Ben-Amots
Sports Editor

______________________

Out of the plenitude of extracurricular opportunities offered
at Lawrence, intramural sports
remain a unique and important
aspect of student life. For participants, intramurals (IMs) give
every student the chance to be
athletically engaged without the
required commitment of varsity
or club sports.
One of the key administrators
of IMs at Lawrence is sophomore
Jusuf Sarancic, who is currently
one of the student intramural

coordinators.
These student coordinators
are responsible for managing
schedules, helping in the referee
hiring process, advertising competitions and registering teams.
“We keep the events moving,” said
Sarancic.
One of the reasons for the
popularity of IMs is the wide variety of IM sports offered here on
campus. These include flag football, basketball, volleyball, crosscountry skiing, bowling, broomball and racquetball, among others.
“We draw from many different social groups across campus,”
stated Sarancic. “That allows all

kinds of people to interact together and share in their love of whatever [sport] are doing.”
Although IMs require less
time-commitment than club or
varsity sports, participating students often retain intensity and
competitiveness. “We are also
responsible for managing disputes between players,” said
Sarancic. While these disputes are
generally minor in nature, student coordinators play a key role
in maintaining a fun atmosphere
amid the fierce competition.
Administrators have several
goals to increase involvement in
IMs. “I really hope to increase
the student participation,” said

BY THE
NUMB3RS

Sarancic. “In order to do that, I am
trying to get better equipment. We
are starting to achieve this goal as
we get 2 new indoor soccer goals
this summer.”
Along with that, several students have expressed interest in
bringing back IM sports that have
been phased out over time such as
rugby, billiards, darts and cricket.
“The main objective of [IMs]
is to allow people to come closer
together as individuals,” stated
Sarancic. “We just hope to expand
our presence on campus in order
to truly achieve that goal.”

LET’S GO VIKINGS!

STANDINGS
BASEBALL
TEAM
OVR
North Division
Ripon
24-15
St. Norbert
24-16
Carroll
13-22
Beloit
15-18
Lawrence
6-27
South Division
Grinnell
21-17
Cornell
21-17
Illinois Col.
19-16
Monmouth
16-18
Knox
16-20
SOFTBALL
TEAM
OVR
North Division
St. Norbert
18-17
Lawrence
18-13
Carroll
13-23
Ripon
8-25
Beloit
5-27
South Division
Lake Forest
28-10
Monmouth
21-18
Cornell
24-9
Knox
6-28
Illinois Col.
12-20
Grinnell
0-22

MWC
14-2
10-6
7-9
6-10
3-13
12-4
9-7
8-8
7-9
4-12
MWC
7-1
6-2
5-3
2-6
0-8
9-1
7-3
7-3
4-6
3-7
0-10

MENS TENNIS
TEAM
OVR
MWC
North Division
Carroll
9-11
4-0
Lake Forest
13-13
3-1
St. Norbert
4-12
2-2
Lawrence
4-13
1-3
Ripon
3-14
0-4
South Division
Grinnell
32-6
4-0
Monmouth
13-13
3-1
Knox
6-16
2-2
Cornell
10-13
1-3
Illinois Col.
0-16
0-4

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and are current as of
May 21, 2014.

SPORTS

23 May 2014

5

THE LAWRENTIAN

NBA & NHL

Playoff Updates and Predictions
Cameron Davies
Staff Writer

____________________________________

As both the NHL and the NBA
enter their respective conference
finals, the true championship contenders become increasingly evident. Action and excitement remain
prevalent in both leagues’ playoffs,
with only the best and most exciting teams still competing.

NBA
The Indiana Pacers have
overcome their rocky start to
advance to the Eastern Conference
Finals, where they will face the
powerhouse Miami Heat. The
Heat, heavy favorites to win their
third-straight championship, have

steamrolled through the first two
rounds of the tournament.
Meanwhile, the Pacers have
struggled to get past their arguably easier schedule. In spite of
their immense talent, the Pacers’
uneven play gives the unmatched
Heat an immense advantage.
In the Western Conference,
the Oklahoma City Thunder, led
my league MVP Kevin Durant,
face the perennial championship
contender San Antonio Spurs.
Led by a core of veteran players,
the Spurs remain an underrated
threat to the Heat’s championship
dreams.
However, their age may prove
to be their downside, as injuries
and fatigue will inevitably catch
up with stars like Tim Duncan
and Manu Ginobili. Despite losing

their starting center Serge Ibaka,
I predict that the Thunder will
continue their march towards the
NBA Championships.

NHL

The most intriguing matchup
in the NHL lies in the Eastern
Conference, as the Chicago
Blackhawks take on the Los
Angeles Kings. The Kings, who
have fought from being down
three-games-to-none against the
Sharks, have shown why they won
the Stanley Cup in 2012.
Goaltender Jonathan Quick
has played phenomenally and
sharpshooter Marian Gaborik taking charge of the offense. While
the Blackhawks have also main-

This week in sports...

tained a consistently intense
offense, I predict the Kings will
continue their streak of wins and
advance to the Stanley Cup Finals
for the second time in three years.
The
NHL’s
Western
Conference Finals feature the
Original Six-faceoff of the New
York Rangers and the Montreal
Canadiens. In a matchup that
features two of the NHL’s best
goaltenders, Henrik Lundqvist of
Montreal and Carey Price of New
York, this series will have to be
won on the defensive end.
However, Price got injured
during game two of the series,
meaning the Canadiens have lost
one of their most important players. With the Rangers’ high-scoring offense, the outcome may be
all but written in stone.

—Sports Illustrated released
their list of the 35 most disliked people in sports. The
top five names on the list
were Donald Sterling, Alex
Rodriguez, Ryan Braun, Richie
Incognito and Michael Vick.

—The Seattle Seahawks visited
the White House to celebrate
their championship victory
with President Obama.
—The Cleveland Cavaliers won
the first overall pick in the
2014 NBA Draft Lottery.
—The Oscar Pistorius murder
trial is more than a month in.
Pistorius has now begun a
month-long psychiatric evaluation.

Athletes of the Week
by Amanda Ollerer

Genna Matt: Outdoor Track & Field

Jake Gordon: Baseball
Junior Jake Gordon finished his third season in the LU baseball program with a
team-leading 0.400 batting average. He
also had the most at-bats with 135, hits
with 54 and runs with 30. Defensively,
Gordon held a fielding percentage of
98.9% and recording only one error all
season. Gordon has dominated the game
this season and earned All-MWC honors.
1) What has been your most memorable experience this year?
My sister, my Mom, my friend Ben, and
my Cousin Rich, all made it to games this
year, and my Dad made it to every game.
It means so much to have family and
friends there for every game. Baseball
wise, I’d have to say that the most memorable moment was this year’s victory
against Carroll, a game we won 24 to 11.
Gordon jogs to the duggout after a Viking win.
We actually set five school records in the
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilkie
game, including runs scored and runs
batted in for a Lawrence Team. It was really a thrill to see some of my close friends,
and teammates hitting the ball well and setting records, it was awesome to see how
much fun the team was having.

2) Why did you start playing baseball?
Baseball has been my passion for as long as I can remember. My dad put a glove
on my hand before I could walk, and ever since that day I couldn’t get enough of
the game. I’m really glad that it was baseball that my dad introduced me to. It was
always something that my dad and I could do together. And any free time I had
growing up, I’d go outside and toss the ball to myself. There was just something
about baseball that drew me to it, whether it was the friendships that I made
through the game or the thrill of playing.

3) Reflecting on the season, what has been the most difficult moment?
First, I think all of the games that were rained out throughout the season made
it tough for the team to get into any sort of rhythm when we returned from our
Arizona trip. Second, it was an extremely tough blow when Hootie (Luke) hurt his
ankle and was unable to continue playing. In the games leading up to his injury,
we were starting to play some pretty good baseball. He was an integral part of this
year’s team as our four-hitter, our leading home run hitter, and one of our main
RBI guys. It was a tough blow for us on and off the field when he got injured in the
middle of the season.

Specht Pages

continued from page 8
ventional church hours and we
haven’t even had a universitysponsored religious service in our
chapel in years (besides the bland
baccalaureate services).
If we were to return to the
beautiful roots of Lawrence, we

may want to consider these words
from the 1893 edition of The Ariel
(which is the yearbook that ceased
being distributed in 2010 and
being printed in 2011 with the
last edition in storage somewhere
still awaiting distribution, but
that’s another story): “A Christian
education, or an education permeated and guided by Christian
truth and Christian spirit, was

Sophomore Genna Matt placed sixth in the hammer throw at the Midwest Conference
Championships at Grinnell College with a distance of 135-5. This distance shattered
the old school record of 121-7.25, also set by Matt. Throughout the season, Matt has
shown massive improvement and beaten multiple school records. Having only started
throwing her freshman year at Lawrence, Matt has clearly displayed a lot of potential.
And while she already has many impressive accomplishments, there is certainly much
more to come from this star athlete.
1) Why did you start throwing?
I didn’t do track at all in high school, even though I always wanted to, because it
conflicted with soccer. I went to the first day of track practice at Lawrence thinking
I’d sprint to do some year-round conditioning for soccer but changed my mind and
followed the throwers to their practice and never left.
2) What was your favorite part of the season?
My favorite part of the season was just joking with the team on the bus, at practice,
at the hotel for conference, everywhere, all the time. Also, the men’s hammers getting stuck in the fence this year was pretty funny, to everyone except fot them of
course. Even lifting at 6am with
the football team
was a good time
because they’re
such great guys
and made me
feel very welcome.
3) What are you
going to do in
the off season
to get ready for
next year?
I’ll
probably
take implements
home this year
over the summer to practice
with, I just have
to find a patch of
ground I can tear
up with hammer
holes.

unquestionably the design of the
projectors of the institution... that
an all-round education involved
the moral character as well as the
intellect, and that the development of such a character was best
secured under the fostering influences of Christian teachings and
lives.” By now, you’re probably
asking how we could put these
principals into action today. Well,

Matt dominates the hammer-throw competition.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilkie

I’m glad you asked! We can have
weekly, mandatory convocations
featuring exposition on Christian
ethics, doctrine and the life and
teaching of Jesus Christ. We can
offer (read: require) classes such
as Christian Life and Ethics, Survey
of Bible Doctrine and Apologetics.
We could begin our classes, meals,
exams and major events with public prayer and cancel class on May

1 for the National Day of Prayer.
And we could encourage students
to develop into agents of morality
instead of affirming the illogical
and self-destructive notion that
morality is relative.
There you have it: a shocking
truth of what Lawrence was, is
and could be.
“You heard it first from
Specht Pages!”
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Behind the scenes of film “5000 Miles from Home”
Margaret Koss
StaffWriter

______________________________

On Thursday, May 15, senior Chiao
Yu Tuan’s documentary “5000 Miles From
Home” premiered in the Warch Campus
Center Cinema. After working on the film
for three years, everything finally came
together for a successful and impactful
showing.
Tuan, the producer, editor, and one
of the interviewers, had a bevy of students working with her: Tom Coben ‘12
and senior Brooks Eaton filmed, Yagmur
Esemen ‘13 and senior Victoria Jhong
Chung conducted interviews, and junior
Nicolas Bizub composed the musical score,
and members of the LUSO recorded the
music—just to name a few of the people
involved in the long process to make the
film ready for audiences. The result is all
the more remarkable because Tuan herself
has never taken a film class, and neither
have a lot of the other students who worked
on the project. “I joined the film production
club when I first came here because at the
end of high school I thought filmmaking
was pretty interesting,” Tuan said.
Upon realizing that the members of the
club supported each other and any projects
they were interested in pursuing, Tuan’s
wheels started turning as she considered
the idea of making a film. “I didn’t really
have ideas for scripts or anything like that,
until winter break of my freshman year
when I had the idea of making a documentary. I wanted to make a film about peoples’
real life.”
The idea became bigger and bigger
as she made a series of decisions: to film
a few people for an entire year, to film
members of the incoming class, and to film
international students. Tuan herself is an

international student from Taiwan, which
influenced her decision: “I kind of know the
difficulty that a lot of students go through,
like the language and the culture shock, so
I thought it would be an interesting topic.”
So, she created an application for
incoming international students to fill out to
become involved in the film, and she chose
juniors Alex Liang, Katerina Kimoundri,
and Maggi Rojas. “I’m glad it worked out

effect on me.”
“The three of us [interviewers] had
a one on one relationship with the three
participants, and we would meet with them
every week just to kind of ask them how
things are going and to know if they’re
going to an event to see if we should film
that. We also brought them in for interviews every term—more in the fall, but less
each term after that. Other times we would

Maria Rojas, Chiao Yu Tuan, and Alex Liang before the film premiere.
Photo by Laura Leppink

this way because I had Alex from China,
Katerina from Greece, and Maggi, a transfer
student from Peru… it covers a big range
of backgrounds,” Tuan said. The students
were filmed throughout the course of their
freshman year, which was Tuan’s sophomore year. Liang, now a junior, said that
“the making of the documentary made me
feel more involved and forced me to reflect
on the process of myself adjusting to the
new environment. It definitely had positive

bring a small camera and walk around with
them or visit their room,” Tuan explained.
In the formal interviews, Eaton and Corbin
were more involved in the technical process of filming. When a small camera was
brought around campus, the interviewers
would handle the filming.
Tuan described the film as being
intended for three different audiences:
international students, domestic students,
and incoming international students.

easy to use, it’s a great way of telling people
about bats, why they’re awesome and why
we should care about them, and collecting
data so that we can learn more about them,
because we actually don’t know much
about bats.”And the equipment really is
simple to use. It consists of a very sensitive
microphone that picks up high frequency
calls and transposes them to a level humans
can hear. When a call is heard, volunteers
simply hit a button that records the call for
fifteen seconds. These calls make up a given
night’s data.

The hope of both Browne and Sedlock
is that the data collected during
the four night run—one night was
rained out—will be used by future
students interested in bats. “The hope
is that this project will continue after
I leave, that other future students will
do a similar bat blitz one week, with five
days of monitoring for the next few springs
and then compare [data]. We can use the
data from this to correlate things like, did
we detect more bat activity on this night
versus another night, or is there activity
associated with temperature or location.”
While a lack of volunteers prevented
Browne and other leaders from having
multiple routes per night, they did get data
from the river walk, although the colder
weather and rain prevented much recordable activity. “That’s the downside of this
kind of monitoring,” Browne explained, “it’s
not like you can call to the bats, sometimes
they’re there and sometimes they’re not…
it’s less exciting to go out and hear one
bat, but it’s just as valuable to know where
bats aren’t as it is to know where and when
they are.”
Browne’s hope was to interest students that weren’t previously or seriously
involved with science at Lawrence to come
and learn about the practice of biology
from hands on experience. “It’s about and
getting [new people] excited about science

“When I look at the film, sometimes I look
at parts of it and think of one type of audience. Like the cheese tasting, for example.
It’s funny but I think of it as being for the
local people who don’t know how exotic
cheese is to some students.” Although she
noted that finding the balance between
audiences could be difficult, she managed
to find it.
For the international students, the idea
was to show something they could relate to,
“doing something that they would say ‘yes
that’s my experience, yes that’s how I’m
feeling, yes that’s very real,’” Tuan said. For
the domestic students, “it shows the hardship of going through that, and it’s informational and educational about this population of international students.” Admissions
sponsors the audience of incoming international students, because they will be using
the film to give these students an idea of
what life at Lawrence is like and to let them
know they’re not alone in their experience.
“A lot of it is very common for international
students—you come in very insecure and
not very confident in your ability, so it’s
good to know that it’s not just you that’s
homesick, and that people do overcome it
and become very successful,” Tuan said.
After seeing everything come together,
Tuan takes away from the experience the
fulfillment of “just knowing a lot more
about someone’s life—the film is 40 minutes, but I’ve seen hours and hours of footage, so I really enjoyed that part. The storytelling was interesting.” And those stories
have come full circle, as well. Liang reflected, “This experience is very special to me,
because it gives me a chance to look back
on myself changing, adapting, and learning.
It is fun to see a younger me saying things I
don’t agree with now, but I firmly believed
then; it is also encouraging to see that I
have been holding on to my goals all along,
and I am achieving those goals bit by bit.”

Bat Blitz brings Biology studies to a wider campus
Regan Martin
StaffWriter

______________________________

Few people have a real affinity for
bats. We sometimes see them flying around
at night, but they are, for the most part,
shrouded in a certain amount of mystery.
Senior Lindsay Browne has spent extensive
time and devoted a senior capstone project
to trying to figure out more about these
mysterious animals. For the past week she’s
brought this passion to the wider Lawrence
campus. “For the past two summers I’ve
done acoustic bat monitoring at Heckrodt
Wetland Reserve as part of their Fox Valley
bat detective program, going out with volunteers and teaching them how to use the
equipment and going out to do monitoring
there at every site. I used that data for my
senior project,” explained Browne.
This previous work was the inspiration behind Bat Blitz, an opportunity for
students to go out with Browne and other
volunteer leaders to monitor bat activity in
the Appleton area. “I arranged this with Jodi
Sedlock, she’s my biology adviser as well as
the resident bat expert. It was a fun thing
to do for my last term of senior year, to do
some similar monitoring with volunteers
on campus instead of all around [the area],”
she elaborated. “The equipment is really

Lindsay Brown prepares to lead Bat Blitz.
Photo by A.J. Williams
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by doing it,
instead of
having
someone lecturing at
them… it’s an
informal
teaching tool of
the scientific method,
and getting people not necessarily majoring in a science field to show them they can
still be involved.”
That’s how freshman Brighton FrommSarto got involved. While not necessarily a
biology major, she had taken Biology 130
and done a project using some of Browne’s
previous data. “It would have been cool to
go and monitor when [Browne] was doing
her project,” said Fromm-Sarto, “but since
we couldn’t it was nice to have this opportunity.” Even though the weather and late
in the year timing did hinder the turn out,
Browne seemed hopeful that the project
would continue in future years, and based
on the enthusiasm of the volunteers present, she does not seem mistaken.
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Senior Polly Dalton elected as district alderperson
Andrea Johnson
Copy Editor

______________________________

“Voting for yourself is pretty crazy, a
little surreal,” said senior Polly Dalton on
her recent election as District 8 alderman
for the city government. “When I went to
vote, the election official said ‘I saw your
name on the ballot!’”
Dalton was elected as an alderman
April 1st, having already served a month
on the position as an appointed member.
Her district, which is south of the Fox River,
encompasses around 5,000 residents.
“We’re invested with the power to legislate and regulate what is in the best interests of the city’s residents,” Dalton said.
“The budget comes from property taxes
paid by residents. We’re doing our best to
make the greatest collective impact with
the resources residents trust to the city
staff.”
Alderpeople serve two year terms,
and sit on various legislative committees.
Dalton is on the municipal services committee that oversees the physical infrastructure of the city, including waste and sewage

water management and street construction.
She is also on the parks and recreation
committee that manages green acreage and
city-owned property.
At Lawrence, Dalton is majoring in
environmental studies and government and
has been involved in a variety of groups,
serving as co-captain of the women’s tennis
team, organizer of the annual CISA conference, and manager of the SLUG gardens.
“One of the greatest things I’ve developed in working and managing SLUG is
explaining things to different types of people,” Dalton said. “Everyone captures different aspects of what you’re saying because
we all have unique perspectives, so I’ve
had to reiterate and explain and re-explain
things in ways that gets the point across to
different people.”
Dalton used these skills almost immediately as an alderperson.
“The first week I was on council, there
was a proposal to implement bike lanes
in my district, and all the neighbors were
upset about it because it removed parking,”
Dalton said. “The council is invested in the
plan for multi-modal transportation, so we
voted for it. It was something I believed
passionately in. The proposal was a good

way to open a conversation with people,
and that’s been really rewarding throughout the whole process. Whether it’s on the
council floor or with a constituent, I have
to talk about different viewpoints in a civilized way and come up with reasons why I
believe the things I do and articulate them,
and not take disagreements as a personal
thing.”
Before running for alderman, Dalton
knew she was interested in being involved
in city government, but wasn’t sure if she
wanted to be an elected official or be on city
staff. Her decision solidified when the past
alderman for district 8 asked if she would
be interested in running for the position.
Dalton went door to door in the district to
introduce herself and get the signatures
required to be on the ballot.
“One of the reasons I decided to move
forward was because I have my own vision
of where Appleton could be in 20, 30 years,
and I could see myself living here in 20, 30
years,” Dalton said. “I have a lot more flexibility with my time now, and I think it’s a
powerful opportunity to make that investment in what your community can be for
the future.”
Dalton is the youngest member on the

15-member council, something that has
been both rewarding and challenging.
“There’s a perception that because I’m
younger I don’t have experience or knowledge of how things work or how things are
going to have to work, but I see my age as a
benefit, as do my fellow younger alderpeople,” Dalton said. “I’m okay with challenging
why we do things the way we do, and breaking that argument down, even if that means
we come to the same end conclusion about
the proper way to do things.”
In her free time, Dalton explores the
city and her district on foot, bike, and rollerblades.
“I always love to start my day with a
morning roller blade cruise along the river,”
Dalton said. “It helps you to get to know
the layout of the city. You get to know the
streets and the neighbors. It’s a very human
way to experience your environment.”
Dalton plans on staying in Appleton
into the future, thankful for its strong social
community.
“We recently redefined the definition
of family in the zoning code and I was
touched,” Dalton said. “I thought it was
pretty true of my experience in Appleton.”

nus recalled “sleeping with a roof over your
head but still having three-foot snow drifts,”
while talking of the sleeping porches. Out
of the attic of the old houses there were
porches which would be lined with sleeping
young men at night all months of the year.
Beta dances in the main room consisted of frequent ducking under the chandelier imposing itself in the middle of the
dance floor. “Phi Delt Park” was the name
given to City Park because every time members wanted to go to the main campus a
trek across the park was necessary. Owning
the park was fair compensation for the
everyday journey.
No house was the same, but both college and neighborhood community members agreed that the houses being owned
by the fraternities drove down property
values of surrounding dwellings. An agreement and plan was made by administration

to authorize a quarter of a million dollars
for the construction of a new quadrangle
across from Russell Sage Hall that would
house the fraternities and ease the minds
of neighbors of the university.
Henry Wriston, for whom the art center is named, was the designer of both the
Lawrence quad and the Brown University
quad which was enclosed by a 10-foot
moat and a 6-foot stockade fence to keep
out the Providence riff raff responsible for
thousands of dollars of student property
going missing every year. Wriston toned his
abilities back for the Lawrence version and
created what is present today.
The fraternities all pooled the money
from selling their houses and used it to fund
the project along with college funds and
those of alumni donors. Completion took
several years, but the campus social center
became the quad, and during the pleasant

months the grass was endlessly torn and
rutted by intra-fraternity football and baseball games. The close proximity of all the
houses allowed many pranks and mischievous missions to be undertaken whether
stealing other house’s mounted hunting
trophies or shining flashing spotlights into
the curtain-less sleeping porches.
During the war years the houses
changed hands several times, and one year
only 26 Phi Delt men represented the male
population of the quad, the other houses
consisted of all exclusively women. The
years eventually saw a change of living
allocation again though, and some fraternities even left the college altogether. The
dynamic nature of the houses and their
occupants is a defining piece of Lawrence
and the quad in the last 70 years.

Lawrence’s Greek housing displays a rich campus history
Aaron Witter
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

In light of recent changes in Greek
life housing, it is fitting to take a trip back
through the years of the Lawrence quadrangle and then before. Construction on the
five original Georgian-style houses began
in May of 1940. Previous to this the houses
of fraternities were across College Ave., the
Phi Delta Theta house was even across City
Park. Changes have happened repeatedly,
and the university has helped.
The understanding of Greek living
today is that the houses are rather funky
and full of character. Holes in the walls
that materialize every so often are signs
of the houses being lived in, and the fraternities love that. So was the case for the
houses before the quad. One Sig Ep almu-

ORC holds annual Olympics
Wesley Hetcher
For The Lawrentian

______________________________________________

Every four years the nations of the
world come together and submit their
best respective athletes to compete in the
Olympic Games. Similarly, on Saturday, May
17, the Outdoor Recreation Club accepted
teams from around Lawrence to compete
in their own version of the Games, with
themed events and unique competitions.
Although the competitors may not
have trained a large portion of their lives
for events such as Grass Skiing or Backpack
Relay, they still seemed to go after each competition with the same amount of determination and fervor to win. Sophomore Josh
Mosley described it as “Quirky and fun. [A]
different style of games that I’m not used
to doing.”
The first activity organized was more
team-oriented than many seen in the official Summer Games, with spray paint and
white tee-shirts being supplied, along with
stencils of various outdoors-type themes,
including backpacks and squirrels. The
teams of 4 then moved to the Quad for the
Opening Ceremonies, and prepped for the
first event.
Over the past 30 years, ORC has
helped give Lawrentians the opportunity to
enjoy unique outdoor experiences, around
Wisconsin and the rest of the nation. They
used the lessons taken from these trips

to influence the different activities that
students competed in. The races weren’t
particularly extensive or difficult, but were
definitely not something to expect from
other groups on campus. They included the
aforementioned Grass Skiing and Backpack
Relay, Worm Races (inside of sleeping
bags), and a final Team Tent Building.
The scheduled time was 1 p.m., but the
opening ceremonies began more around
2 p.m. This didn’t faze those competing,
though, and everyone involved seemed to
have a good time. Because of the splendid
weather, they weren’t the only ones on the
Quad, but still found the room for rolling,
crawling, and running towards victory.
However, they may have seemed a bit
in the way of everything. Those not participating may have found it hard to understand just what was going on. Although the
participants were all generally enthusiastic
and eager to get underway, the staff in
charge could have used a bit of preparation.
“We’re just winging it,” said one such ORC
member.
The overall atmosphere of the event
was geared toward having fun, and a good
time. It was a decent way of getting the ORC
name to more students, and helped set an
idea of what the trips could be like. Mosley
emphasized, “It was a good way to let off
some stress from the week and meet some
new people.” At the end of the day, that’s
what events like these are for.
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Rabbit Gallery opens, displaying young artistic, entrepreneurial talent
Natalie Schermer

Staff Writer

________________________

On Friday, May 16, the Rabbit
Gallery opened its doors once
again for a new year and under
a new board. Located this year at
502 West College Ave, the opening
reception featured refreshments,
live music and a new crop of
artistic submissions in all genres
and invited students, professors,
donors and guests to come and
explore the new space and new
art.
Self-described as “Appleton’s
own pop-up gallery,” the Rabbit
Gallery has appeared in different
locations on College Avenue every
spring since 2011. The gallery
was originally conceived of by students in 2010 in a course called
Entrepreneurship in the Arts and
is now in its fourth incarnation.
As a pop-up gallery, the point
is to take advantage of for-sale,
empty store fronts that can harm
small communities and use them
to cost-effectively promote local
artists and help the space find
a buyer, permanently filling the
empty window. Additionally,
the organization process allows
Lawrence students involved in
the arts to dabble in the entrepreneurial side of things and
experience the effort and process
behind putting together a gallery.

Everybody benefits: Artists get to
showcase their works at a low
cost, property owners get betterlooking spaces, students get experience and downtown Appleton
gets a valuable, if temporary, addition to its community.
While the team of students
behind the gallery last year consisted almost entirely of seniors,
this year’s group was decidedly
younger.
Sophomore Aleisha Barton,
the only returning member of last
year’s board, served as Director,
while senior Emma Moss handled events. Juniors Adriane
Melchert and Caitlin Wittner
dealt with finances and served
as Creative Assistant respectively.
Sophomore Molly Hopkins served
as Assistant Director, sophomore
Abigail Kosberg was in charge
of curation and public relations,
sophomore Anne Leung worked
on marketing and artist coordination and sophomore Makenzie
Nolan dealt with volunteer coordination. They were assisted and
advised by Associate Professor of
Art Rob Neilson and Lecturer of
Economics Gary Vaughn.
For the first time this year,
the gallery partnered with the
National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI). While the theme for submissions was simply “Perception,”
the gallery spotlighted an additional theme of “stories of mental
health.”

Melchert said of the experience, “It was extremely rewarding
seeing the final product, and as
CFO it felt great to know we were
able to work as a team and stay
under budget. I had no idea I was
able to work with numbers, but
I guess doing it within the camouflage of art made it feel more
comfortable as a challenge.”
Now that the Rabbit has
officially opened its doors, it
will be open from 4-7 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Thursdays,
4-9 p.m. on Fridays, 10-9 p.m.
on Saturdays and 11-4 p.m. on
Sundays until June 8. During
the duration of its existence,
the Rabbit will be hosting a few
events. On Saturday, May 24 at
6 p.m., Dr. Kelly Duggan will be
speaking on “Society’s Perception
of Mental Illness vs. the Realities
of Mental Illness” in an event
sponsored by the Lawrence chapter of NAMI. On Saturday, May 31
at 7:30 p.m. the gallery will host a
Poetry Reading and Spoken Word
event. And on Saturday, June 7 at 5
p.m. there will be a Silent Auction.
This year’s Rabbit has certainly lived up to its predecessors
in terms of art, design and execution, and the collaboration with
NAMI lends an additional aspect
to its mission. Take advantage of
the nice weather to walk over and
see what the Rabbit’s team has
created!

“A Night in Madrid” reveals
fantastic music, dance and food
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

_______________________

Symposium

continued from page 1
ly different racial histories.
The other event on Friday
was entitled “Interrupting White
Privilege,” and focused less on the
issues than on how to confront
and solve them. In particular,
this workshop emphasized how
people that benefit from white
privilege can recognize and “interrupt” it and, in doing so, improve
society and race relations. This
talk emphasized the privileged
person’s status of “ally” in the
fight for racial equality, and how
such people must strive to focus
on compassion, humility, reflec-

tion and mindful listening.
The final day of the symposium focused on methods of
oppression, particularly within a black-white binary. One
event, “White Supremacy and
Appropriation,” defined whiteness
as a system that works as a driving force within institutions. With
this point of view, it is necessary
to recognize that when “white culture” or “whiteness” becomes a
mainstream system, examples and
nods to other cultures can become
culturally offensive appropriation,
and it is important to confront and
counteract such covert and often
unintentional racism. The final
event of the Symposium, “Death
of a Strong Black Sista,” confronted the stereotype of the “strong

Visitors view art at the student run Rabbit Gallery opening last Friday.
Photos by Sadie Tempas (above), Liz Landes (below)

The Lawrence Baroque
Ensemble put on their annual
Evening of Baroque Dance in the
Warch Campus Center’s Esch
Hurvis room on Saturday, May
17. They chose to continue on in
the Mediterranean following last
year’s Italy theme. This year they
moved west to Spain, with the
music, dance and food centered
on the theme of A Night in Madrid.
Dancer, musician, academic
and teacher Dorothy Olsson provided dance instruction in the
Spanish baroque style. Olsson
taught three dances that Spanish
men used to learn in special dance
schools. The dancers in these
schools often competed fiercely,
so much so that some men carried
knives with them to the schools.
Some men would challenge others
to “dance duels” if they felt their
honor threatened.
The dances themselves
ranged from a courtly pavane line
dance, a dance that mimicked how
higher-class Spaniards viewed the
dancing of peasants, and a fastpaced contra dance that brought
together couples in a square. All
of the dances required somewhat
complex footwork, challenging
participants but providing a lot
of fun.
black woman” as a manifestation
of racism and an oppressive history. Presenters asked attendees
to ponder whether the culture at
Lawrence perpetuates this stereotype, and how such images, even

After the teaching of the
dances, the Baroque Ensemble
performed a famous musical
work from the Baroque era of
Spanish music, Luigi Boccherini’s
“Procession of the Military Night
Watch in Madrid Op. 30 No. 6.”
This work is part of a series of
string quartets by Boccherini that
portray picaresque images from
Spain. Boccherini was born in

Italy, but spent the majority of
his life living in Spain, becoming a major composer of Spanish
Baroque music.
He said of this piece that it
would not make sense outside of
Spain because it’s so much comprised of images and emotions
from Spain. To quote him: “This
piece is useless, even ridiculous
outside of Spain, because the audience cannot hope to understand
its significance, nor can the players play it correctly.”
However, in a certain sense,
“Procession of the Military Night
Watch in Madrid” has become
if they appear strong, are actually racist and harmful to black
women.
Shea Love, junior and chairperson of CODA, said that “we got
a lot of good feedback about [the

immediately evocative of Spain
for many listeners regardless of
whether they have ever spent
time in the country. In particular, the middle section in which
the violins and violas emulate the
strumming of guitars through pizzicato and bowed arpeggiated figures while the cello plays a lyrical
melody conjures up bright, beautiful and romantic visions of southern Spain.
The opening mimics the
ringing of church bells in Madrid
before transitioning into an energetic dance accompanied by pizzicato in the celli and bass that
mimics the strumming of a guitar. The dance section ends with
a tender duet between the cello
and the first violin, interspersed
with animated sections meant
to embody the hectic city life of
Madrid. After the middle section
(the most widely recognized), the
closing scene evokes the procession of the military. The upper
strings play a march-like dance
over the low strings, which are
meant to imitate military drums.
I will contradict Boccherini
to say that I believe it’s possible to play “Procession of the
Military Night Watch in Madrid
Op. 30 No.6” outside of Spain, and
that the players of the Lawrence
Baroque Ensemble did so. It was a
thoroughly enjoyable afternoon in
which all learned a lot while having a lot of fun.
Symposium].”
CODA members expressed
satisfaction in the turnout at
Symposium events, and hope to
put on similar events for the next
academic year.
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Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

______________________

Communication is tricky.
Words are not as foolproof
as we would like them to be.
Especially in the emotional
realm, simple verbal communication is often not enough.
Luckily other means exist for
expressing oneself. Junior
Lauren Stinski has found a
wonderful source of expression
and communication in painting. Her work is up for sale in
the Rabbit Gallery on College
Ave. next to Acoca Coffee.
“I’ve painted ever since I
was little,” explained Stinski.
“Art was a very convenient and
exciting way for me to express
myself. I’m shy in general so
art was a constant companion
to me, a good way to express
myself without having to physically talk to people.”
Stinski sees art as catharsis, a way by which to take negative emotions like depression
and anger and translate them
into a positive experience.
Although she believes in art
for the art’s sake, she decided
to pursue a studio art major
because she is confident in
her ability and knows that she
makes images that are worth

sharing.
“If I can involve my career
with the creative arts,” said
Stinski, “whether it be as a
gallery curator or a graphic
designer or painting murals, I’ll
be doing something I love, and
I won’t feel like I’m working.”
The Rabbit Gallery features four of Stinski’s works.
She responds strongly to
themes like mental illness,
perception and depression.
Two of the paintings, “Anxiety
Disorder” and “Finding Order,”
are purely abstract, a style that
Stinski feels most comfortable
with. She enjoys using colors
to express her emotions. For
instance, depression is aligned
with blues and purples. She
described it as “frozen energy,”
or capturing an emotion on
canvas.
Her painting “Stoic” is
similar, except it combines
the abstract with a self-portrait. While by and large she
finds realism too constricting,
she does occasionally like to
add hints of it. The result is a
personal and deeply affecting
reflection on self-consciousness and identity.
Lastly, her painting “The
Fall of Evelyn McHale” is an
interpretation of a powerful
photograph taken in 1947 of
the eponymous woman, who

jumped from the Empire State
Building to her death, crashing
into the hood of a car on the
street below. Suicide is typically depicted as gruesome and
brutal, but in this photo she
instead looks serene, almost
angelic. Stinski painted her
own version of this photograph
and spliced it with a self-written version of McHale’s suicide
note. Using this sort of technique brings an uncomfortable
topic like suicide out to the
forefront in a graceful manner,
emphasizing emotional pain
over the physical.

LAUREN
STINSKI
In addition to these pieces
and these styles, Stinski enjoys
painting portraits of Judy
Garland and old photographs
of her family.
Stinski is an only child with
a close relationship to her family. After graduation, she hopes
to move to Arizona with her
parents, take a gap year to see
the world and afterwards get
her master’s degree in painting.
Outside of art, Stinski
loves to be around animals,
play video games, listen to big
band and classical music and
write poetry.

The artist whose main
focus is to express herself
through art is significantly less
self-involved than the archetype might lead one to believe.
Stinski is a superb example of
the contrary. Her paintings are
emotionally charged reflections on important human
experiences, not self-obsessed
but self-reflexive in a way that
speaks beyond words. With
mere brush strokes, Stinski is
able to communicate something rare and beautiful.

Photo provided.

The Ballroom Theives return to enthusiastic campus audience
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

Last Saturday I had dinner
and hung out with the Ballroom
Thieves, a rock band made up of
a guitarist, cellist and drummer,
before their gig just outside the
Warch Campus Center, and their
most recent show at Lawrence
University, having played here a
year or so previously. Here is a
small variety of things we talked
about:
1. Basic dating technique (I
was the recipient of this, much to
my embarrassment).
2. Did my shoes smell the
worse, or did the drummers?
(This was never decided, out of
a general lack of enthusiasm and
a lack of subjects willing to be
judges)
3. Are pigeons a good source
of food, or are they as terrible
as they are in general life? (We
determined that it would probably taste something like quail,
but lighter and stringier)
The wide (and, I must admit,
strange) thread of our conversa-

tion before their gig is not just a
sign of their charming, mellowyet-eccentric attitude, but also
their style of music. A bewitching
sort of folk and rock fusion that
sounds a lot like both but is really
a member of neither, being more
melodic than most rock and more
overpowering than most folk, the
result being a unique sound exclusive to them.
The Ballroom Thieves consist of two men and one woman;
Martin Earley (guitar/vocals),
Devin Mauch (Percussion/vocals)
and Calin Peters (cello/vocals).
The three of them sing and play in
excellent harmony, complimenting each other’s vocals, with all
three of them given equal opportunity to show off when the time
comes for it. Their songs, including but not limited to “Down by
the River,” “Coward’s Son,” and
“Armada” wash over the listener
like the shoe gaze of My Bloody
Valentine or the Jesus and Mary
Chain, but with a strong, angular
sense of melody, creating an effect
similar to being swept away in a
current, or being pulled through a
great forest.
Before they go on, I watch

them do their sound check. I see
them unload their gear, set it up,
helping the tech crew the whole
way, even with things they aren’t

needed for. They get up on stage,
pick a little bit at their instruments, and then they roar to life,
charging through the song with

power like crashing waves.
They don’t let up for the
entire show.

The Ballroom Theives returned to Lawrence to play outside of Warch Campus Center last Saturday in front of an excited audience.
Photo by Gustavo Figueroa

OPINIONS & EDITORIALS

10

23 May 2014

THE LAWRENTIAN

STAFF EDITORIAL
Dealing with Controversy and Discourse
In the past six weeks, this paper has printed a number of extremely controversial opinion
pieces; as a result, conversations have been provoked across campus. While controversies can
arise from diverse conditions, the resultant discourses are absolutely essential to our intellectual
community.

We hope to foster constructive rather than reactionary conversation. All students and community members are welcome to contribute to the discourse with their own voices and opinions.
After all, The Lawrentian, our only student-run newspaper, belongs to the entire student body.
Lawrence students may have the desire to take part in journalism, but our curriculum currently lacks any classes in media publication; therefore, The Lawrentian provides the only opportunity on campus for students to practice journalism. Becoming a good journalist is a learning
process that often involves making mistakes. The most productive outcome for our journalistic
errors is the positive growth of our student writers and editors.
However, we take factual errors very seriously at The Lawrentian. When such errors do occur,
we consider it our duty to rectify the situation swiftly and appropriately. Mistakes are opportunities for learning through our collaborative process. We hope that the entire Lawrence community
chooses to contribute to that open platform in order to promote constructive discussion.

This paper is not intended to be a one-way street. We are here to start conversations, not end
them. Controversial articles should not go unanswered, and your opinions should not go unvoiced.
We encourage you to participate in The Lawrentian however you can, whether as a writer, as a
photographer or just by sending in a Letter to the Editor. We’ll support you every step of the way,
because each Lawrentian deserves the opportunity to have their voice heard.

PHOTO POLL

A.J. Williams
Photographer

What is one way that you’ve
allowed yourself to be
unnecessarily busy?”

Know your news
Alan Duff
Columnist

_________________________

To some it isn’t real, to some
it doesn’t matter because it never
ever happens to them and for
the rest of us, it’s world news.
Browsing The Lawrentian each
week you might not know anything about it and conclude that
neither do we. That’s reasonable.
I’ve had a number of Lawrentians
ask why we don’t cover big events
from around the world, claiming
that it would be beneficial for students to read about them in The
Lawrentian.
I can’t think of any compelling reason for a newspaper like
ours to begin reporting on world
news. We’re The Lawrentian. We
can’t compete with The New York
Times, The Washington Post, BBC,
The Economist or the many other
large newspapers I haven’t mentioned.
Just a rough comparison of
resources should make this clear.
We at The Lawrentian don’t have
their budgets, staff size, oversea
correspondents or time. We’ve got
tricycles and they’ve got Ford GTs.
Now, like anyone else from
my generation, a decade of sports
movies has ingrained into my
psyche a desire and belief that the
underdog always triumphs, but
in this case, it’s best to assume

Copy Editor

_______________________

“Going to SLUG Garden
hours.”
-Regan Martin

“Helping wherever help is
needed.”
-Jaime Gonzalez

“Organizing Women’s
Longboarding Club, coming
to LU next Fall!”
-Liana Råberg

“Making fancy posters for
events.”
-Steph Courtney

“Advocating for social justice
issues.”
-Tierra Masupha

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and
community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.

See page 12

Millenials: Flee the suburbs
Andrea Johnson

“Defying social norms.”
-Aaron Witter

there’s no way we could fill that
role. Whatever The Lawrentian
might hope to report on is most
likely going to be second- or thirdhand, passed on to us by one of
those major news outlets.
Some of my friends have
said that regardless of these facts,
students would still benefit from
some exposure to world news,
explaining that most students
don’t know a lot about world
affairs. I don’t know how much the
average Lawrentian knows about
current world events, but I agree
that knowing more is better.
My contention, then, is that
a local college newspaper is not
the place to get it—nor is it our
obligation to provide it—especially considering the 24-hour news
cycle.
While any of those newspapers can release a story, make a
mistake, correct it, make another
mistake, correct it and then learn
that the source had it wrong in less
than two hours, The Lawrentian
can only do one of those in a week.
For a governmental comparison,
we’re as fast as Congress.
When students want to learn
about current events for the VR
trivia round, they don’t bum rush
The Lawrentian stack, they stick
with extremely informative and
deep coverage from the highly

I’ve expressed my annoyance
in a few different op-eds this term
at the pigeon-holing of Millenials.
It’s especially aggravating when
the media sends mixed signals.
Am I supposed to be a narcissistic selfie-taker or a vegetarian
pro-gay rights tweeter? The latest confusion has surrounded our
generation’s living arrangement:
Are we suburbanites at heart or
city slickers?
Ben Adler of Grist reported
recently that Millenials are moving to urban centers because we
are “averse to driving, and especially concerned about the cost of
doing so.” Meanwhile, elsewhere
on the Web, Forbes reports that
Millenials’ migration to cities has
been “vastly over-exaggerated.”
What’s a 20-something to do?
Easy: Run from suburbia and
don’t look back. For one thing, if
you’re as Mother Earth friendly
as all the Baby Boomers think you
are then you’ll know that living in
the suburbs is significantly worse
for the environment because of
the amount of necessary driving.
I grew up in Gladstone, Mo., a
suburb of Kansas City and the only
places I could walk or bike without having to travel on a busy road
were McDonald’s and CVS. Even
when I was going to one of those
two places I would drive because I
was so used to hopping in the car.

Living on campus is similar
to living in an urban area; everything is within walking distance—
except Chipotle—so we walk or
bike or board everywhere. It’s
healthier and greener. As hipsters,
those things are important to us.
But really, those factors pale
in comparison to the fact that the
suburbs are weird. If you’ve ever
taken a walk through a suburban
neighborhood in the evening and
witnessed its strange emptiness,
you know what I mean by “weird.”
My favorite time to walk my
family’s golden lab mix, Sadie,
is around 8 p.m. At that point
it’s early enough that people
haven’t closed their blinds, but
late enough that they’ve probably
turned their lights on. Anybody
who’s practiced in the con on the
weekend when they dim the hallway lights but not those in the
practice rooms knows that these
are ideal people watching conditions.
Creepy as it sounds, I love
looking in people’s windows. I’m
curious how they have it decorated, whether or not the residents
are hoarders, etc. But mostly I just
want proof that people actually
inhabit all those seemingly empty
houses.
Because for every suburban
family out playing in their yard
on summer evenings there are
20 ensconced in their McMansion.
One of the main factors I hear

See page 12
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With friends like these:

The cautionary tale of a bully at Lawrence
Lily Risdall
Staff Writer

_________________

Recently,
circumstances
forced me to have a disturbing
realization: I had become a bully.
However, I’m not the type of bully
who shouts homophobic slurs or
steals lunch money. College bullies are not quite the same as secondary school bullies. We’re much
more subtle and just as cruel, but
we act as groups with a single
consciousness.
Perhaps the most important
difference—the Lawrence difference, if you will—is that this
school is full of nerds. We’re the
kids who are most at risk
of getting bullied, not of
being the bullies. Before
college, I was the one
others turned their
backs on, slurred at
and hit, seemingly
because I wore
glasses and read
fantasy novels.
Now,
college allows us the
opportunity to be
among our own people. Freshman year,
we’re overwhelmed
with the number of awesomely nerdy folks we
meet, but we always fall into
our own little groups. Despite the
cliques, this campus lacks stereotypical bullies. The plastic cheerleaders and leering jocks of high
school generally don’t choose
schools like Lawrence.
Instead of reveling in this
new freedom from the high school
hierarchy, we form a new system without even noticing it. My
bully posse consisted of generally
decent people. We played video
games, watched “The X-Files”
and stayed in on Saturday nights.
None of us would have ever hurt a
fly when we were without the rest
of the group.
In fact, “the group” was its

own entity, an idea that we all
strived to uphold, despite its
nonexistence. When a problem
arose, the group would form a
speechless consensus. Yes, we
unanimously disliked so-and-so,
we would no longer let such-andsuch play video games with us
because we loathed the tone of
their voice or the sound of their
laugh.
“We” is such a dangerous pronoun. As the group took
shape, I found myself referring
less to “I” and more to “we,” and
I clearly knew whom “we” contained and
didn’t

contain. They
and I aspired to affect cohesion,
appearing as a single identity in
multiple bodies. We became a
mob.
That is the worst part of
being a bully, I’ve learned. You
lose yourself and your friends. I
wanted to be friends with everyone in my bully posse because
they all seemed kind and eccentric. However, the individuals are
not the “they,” and they were not
true friends.
Aspiring to false cohesion
leeches the personality out of the
individuals. I was friends with

them in terms of the group, but
I realized too late that I barely
knew the actual people I was gluing myself to.
Circumstances arose, and I
could no longer act as a part of
a theoretical mass. From my perspective, they would not help me.
From their perspective, I could
not be helped. The details are
complicated, but the situation
revealed the shallowness of our
friendships.
Any friend group held together by its disdain of others is inherently flawed, and it will crash due
to the slightest mishaps. A bond
cannot exist on negativity alone.
Bullies, whether they’re in preschool or in a retirement
community, always face
this karmic unraveling,
although it does nothing
to heal the pain they’ve
already inflicted.
I don’t mean
this article to be
atonement for my
actions as a bully.
This article is a cautionary tale. It’s so
hard to admit that
your friendships are
toxic until something
happens to derail them.
If you recognize your own
friend group in my words,
then you should talk to them;
if you can’t talk with them, leave.
Leave your shallow friendships
before you have to leave this
school.
For my part, I cannot continue at a school where people know
me as something I had vowed
never to become. One reason for
Lawrence’s low retention rate
may be that we tend to form these
venomous bonds, although this is
probably not an issue unique to
this campus.
College is a time to find yourself, not to throw yourself away.
Pushing down your problems in
the hope of conforming with your
friends is the quickest path to selfdestruction.

that would allow broadband providers to manage online traffic in
a “commercially reasonable” manner, or do they classify Internet
regulations under stricter rules
using the so-called “common
carrier” section of Title II of the
Communications Act of 1934?
Before we all leave comments
on the FCC’s website, we need to
know what this distinction means.
The concern with the clause in
FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler’s
proposal, that broadband companies should be able to regulate
their traffic in a “commercially
reasonable” way, is the implication that these companies could
charge higher costs to companies
that want more traffic through
their websites.
Many members of Congress,
as well as the general public, are
concerned that this will create a
disadvantage for smaller companies and as start-ups. On the other
hand, Title II would make these
regulations stricter and would
prevent broadband companies
from charging websites more or
less money depending on how
much exposure they want.
Naturally, broadband compa-

nies are arguing against Title II
regulation. They say that some
websites, such as Netflix, take up
so much of their bandwidth that
they should be able to charge them
higher prices. We have already
seen this happen in recent deals
Netflix made with Comcast and
Verizon (look for rising Netflix
prices pretty soon as a result).
But advocacy groups are in
support of Title II, which they say
would prohibit these companies
from taking advantage of online
businesses and would instead create a fairer environment. In other
words, Title II would prevent the
kinds of deals that just affected
Netflix and will soon affect our
wallets.
There are still some people arguing that the Internet
shouldn’t have any regulation
at all. However, the recent deals
between Netflix and those two
broadband providers were a
wake-up call; the Internet is such
an integral part of our lives that
regulations are inevitable. Our
responsibility now is to educate
ourselves and provide feedback
on what our idea of net neutrality
is at the FCC’s website.

What to know about net neutrality
Alyssa Villaire
Staff Writer

____________________

Last week, two big events
happened in the world of net
neutrality. First, the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) voted to move forward
to discuss new regulations that
would govern the Internet as a
utility.
If that change occurs, people could be forced to purchase
Internet plans according to how
much they use the Internet and
how fast they want their Internet
speed to be. If regulations like this
were to go into effect, we would
buy Internet packages in the same
way we purchase our phone plans.
Secondly, in response to
intense criticism and advocacy
work by groups such as Fight for
the Future and Public Knowledge,
as well as the general public, the
FCC opened the conversation on
net neutrality for input from the
public for a standard 120 day
comment period.
Their major question is this:
Do we regulate Internet in a way

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:

Two weeks ago there was an article written in The Lawrentian
about the Student Organization for University Programming
(SOUP). We believe this painted a false picture of our club as an
unnecessary part of the Lawrence community. It is true that we
had some trouble in the past with advertising for events, but we
have improved this year. We have had several successful events
with large turnouts, such as Grocery Bag Bingo and Iceless Skating.
The article mentioned that a better alternative to our club
would be an entertainment and events branch in LUCC. This may
sound like a good idea, but we are a small liberal arts school who
does not have the population to support a committee like that.
Schools that have a branch for entertainment and events are
larger schools with over 5,000 students. Also, if LUCC did create
a branch for entertainment and events we would not be the only
club that would have to be dissolved. Other clubs would be Band
Booking Club, LU Film club and LU-A-Roo.

In truth we are always open to new ideas and welcome anyone who has an idea for entertainment to our meetings at 7:00
p.m. on Tuesdays on the fourth floor of Warch.
—Lauren Welton-Arndt
Treasurer of SOUP

Re: Lawrentians in Contention by Alan Duff.

Who wrote the headline for the May 9th column? Apparently,
the old way of learning to spell is no longer used by modern youth.
How could anyone attending Lawrence not know how to spell
“receive”? About 80 years ago, I learned “I before E except after C”
and I can never forget it. There are rare exceptions but one soon
recognizes them. Editors, do your job!
—Jean C. Thompson
Friend of Lawrence.

LUCC
Update
Greetings from LUCC!

I’d first like to encourage
you all to consider applying to
be a part of one of Lawrence’s
many standing committees.
This is a great opportunity
to get involved on campus in
a way that matters to you,
from matters of diversity
to environmental responsibility, and even parking.
Applications can be obtained
from the Student Life Office
and are due at the LUCC office
in Warch on Monday, May 26.
Beyond that, I would
like to happily report on an
event that took place this
past Sunday, May 18 in the
Diversity Center. LUCC, the
Committee on Diversity
Affairs, and the Office of
Multicultural Affairs co-organized and hosted a Leadership
Mixer, which brought together student leaders from various student organizations.
The event featured Pa
Lee Moua, the Assistant Dean
of Students for Multicultural
Affairs, who spoke on the
importance of collaboration
between student organizations and resources provided by Lawrence, like OMA.
Attendees were then given

the opportunity to meet
other student leaders and
discuss ways in which they
could work together to add to
Lawrence.
As one of the principle
organizers of this event, I
was ecstatic to see the turnout and enthusiasm that
the attendees brought with
them. While student organizations are able to and do
achieve impressive things on
there own, the things that
are accomplished through
collaboration between various organizations are quite
simply extraordinary. The discussions that I observed and
participated in at this event
give me great excitement for
the future of this community.
This was not a one time
event; LUCC, CODA, and OMA
plan to make this at least a
yearly event, and on a much
larger scale than was done
this time around. So be on the
look out for that next year,
and in the mean time, think
big! There’s nothing we can’t
do here at Lawrence if we
decide to do it together.
—Elena Stabile
LUCC Special Projects
Manager
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Duff

continued from page 10
respected pinnacle of journalism,
Yahoo News.
Before the advent of the
Internet there may have been
a legitimate reason for The
Lawrentian to report on national
and international news, but now
that most students are carting
around laptops it just doesn’t
make sense. Anything we can do,
they can do better.
Fun fact: When Daft Punk

Johnson

continued from page 10
cited in people’s decisions to buy
a house in the suburbs is the extra
space it affords. I find it strange
they don’t seem to actually want
to enjoy the yard once they have it.
Instead of breeding a bond
between people by force of proximity, living in the suburbs—much
more than the city—breeds proprietorship. Because there’s all
the space in the world to build
bigger, shinier things, people do,
indulging their consumerism. And
then they have to protect it from

wrote “Harder Better Faster
Stronger” they were actually just
comparing The Lawrentian to
the large newspapers. Students
should get their world news from
BBC and NPR, if only because Daft
Punk tells us to.
Besides, if The Lawrentian
decided to cover world news, how
would Lawrentians learn about
all the important events happening around campus? Something
would have to be cut.
I think I can speak for everyone when I say that—while Specht
Pages is certainly the first thing on

prying eyes, so they build a fence
around it, draw the blinds and sit
inside counting their money in
isolation.
Suburban fences are funny
things. They’re hardly ever high
enough to prevent someone from
peeking over if the goal is privacy.
If they’re supposed to keep pets
in, long tether lines are sufficient
and significantly less expensive.
No; I think fences are about someone saying to their neighbors,
“This is mine and that’s yours—
don’t touch.”
Of course, if privacy or seclusion were the real goal, people
could move to the country. But

the axing pole—we would all prefer Mr. Specht’s sage advice on all
things Lawrence-related over, say,
current death tolls in Crimea or
Afghanistan.
Every professional newspaper reports on the international
news. That’s their thing, their
niche. We’re better off reporting
on local news because no one else
will. If Paul Krugman started writing about Lawrence University I
would certainly be flattered, but I
would also ask, “Why?”
they won’t because, much as they
say they don’t, suburbanites want
those prying eyes. They want
people to gaze long and jealously
on their three Lexuses and their
beautiful living rooms because
this pets their materialistic egos.
So they’ll continue to build big
houses and put fences around
them that are just low enough for
people to see over.
These are the effects of living in suburbia: loneliness despite
proximity and greed. Much better for us Millenials to recognize
this and move to the cities of the
world, where Chipotle is just a
bike ride away.
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